


wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ άIƻǿ /ƻǳƭŘ 
ŀ [ƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ DƻƻŘ DƻŘ !ƭƭƻǿ {ǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΚέ

ÅHow Long, O Lord? by D.A. Carson

ÅCries of the Heart by Ravi Zacharias

ÅDisappointment with Godby Philip Yancey

ÅWhere is God When it Hurts? by Philip Yancey

ÅThe Reason for God (chapter 2) by Timothy Keller

ÅWho Made God? (chapter 2) by Ravi Zacharias  



The Problem of Pain as a Moral Question

Lǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀ άǇǊƻƻŦέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
existence of God?

ÅLǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǿǊƻƴƎέ ƻǊ άōŀŘέΚ

ï¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ άŜǾƛƭέ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƎƻƻŘέΦ

ïTherefore there must also be a moral law to discern 
good and evil.

ïTherefore there must be a moral law Giver.



The Problem of Pain as a Moral Question

ÅIf there is no moral law Giver (hence no good or 
bad and therefore no reason to be upset at pain):

ïWhy not leave the keys in your unlocked car?

ïWhy get upset when someone gets raped?

ïWhy be for or against the killing of Osama bin Laden?

ïWhy go to the doctor or the dentist?

ïWhy get upset if a midterm covers material not on the 
homework assignments?





¢ƘŜ tǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ tŀƛƴ ϧ ŀ άCƛƴƛǘŜέ DƻŘ

ÅClaim: God is either all good but not all powerful, 
or God is all powerful but not all good.

ÅThe Bible Says:

ïGod is all good (Psalm 92:15; 1 John 1:5)

ïGod is all powerful (Daniel 4:34-35; Matthew 28:18)



¢ƘŜ tǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ tŀƛƴ ϧ ŀ άCƛƴƛǘŜέ DƻŘ

ÅHumanity, Choice, and Genuine Love

ï9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ мΥомύ

ïThe world with the possibility for 
free choice is the only possible 
world for genuine love to exist. 

ïMan choose to be gods rather than
choosing God and sin entered the 
world bringing death and suffering.
(Gen. 3; 1 Cor. 15:22; Rom. 8:20-22) 



¢ƘŜ tǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ tŀƛƴ ϧ ŀ άCƛƴƛǘŜέ DƻŘ

ÅClaim: God is either all good but not all powerful, 
or God is all powerful but not all good.

ÅThe Bible Says:

ïGod is all good: He will defeat evil (Ps. 92:15)

ïGod is all powerful: He can defeat evil (Mat. 28:18)

ïEvil is not yet visibly defeated (Heb. 2:8)

ïGod can and will one day defeat evil (Rev. 20:11-15)



The Potential Positives through Pain 

ÅPain can be a wake up call to the
consequences of sin and thus 
help bring us to God 
(Heb. 12:5-11)


